Calciphylaxis: a favorable outcome with hyperbaric oxygen.
A 66-year-old female with diabetes mellitus and end-stage renal disease presented with painful bilateral lower extremity livedo reticularis and necrotic ulcerations. Her distal lower extremity pulses were intact and plethysmographic studies confirmed relatively normal large vessel arterial perfusion. Extensive laboratory analysis was remarkable for an elevated calcium x phosphorous product and parathyroid hormone level. An ulcer biopsy revealed small vessel medial calcinosis, and calciphylaxis was subsequently diagnosed. Despite aggressive wound debridements, antibiotics and subtotal parathyroidectomy, her ulcers failed to improve significantly prompting a trial of hyperbaric oxygen therapy. After 7 weeks of hyperbaric treatments, her ulcers had essentially healed.